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Our Wealth in the Triune God 


By Evangelist Hyman J. Appelman, D. D. 


(Sermon preached Wednesday night, March 21, 1945, at Bethany Reformed Church, Chicago, Illinois, 
Mechanically Recorded for The Sword of the Lord). 


Tonight I read you some verses of Scripture from the \~ 
first chapter of Ephesians. If you care to turn to it, go right | 
ahead. We will begin with the first verse: 


By Evangelist Robert J. Wells, Associate Editor 


Wells-Holmbo Campaign in Sidney, 


Montana, a Great Success 


“Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, to the saints 
| which are at Ephesus, and to the faithful in Christ Jesus: grace be 
a porter cay lenrcaigece or thirty degrees below zero weatiier. | to you, and peace, from God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus 
ee , , Many Christians rededicated | © rist. Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who | 
campaign in Sidney, Montana,| Ma} ath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in| 
| | _ their lives to the Lord, backsliders | ™~ lig beng re come Ree 
sponsored by the Sidney “Youth a Christ: according as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation 
For Christ” committee with the | “&T reclaimed, and a large num) of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before him | 
co-operation of eight churches. | ber of souls came to know Christ | in love: having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus 
For many years Christians in Sid- | 5 their personal Saviour. Christ to himself . .. wherein he hath made us accepted in the be- 
ney have felt the need of a great | pete In eee sy as aa ae through cai, rages the gk ron 
oe NN ; ata, oer i < _.| Of sins, according to the riches of his grace. ...In whom also we have 
revival campaign, but - had peace? During this campaign God BAVC! obtained an inhatlesion. eo ¢ See ws should be to the praise of his 
been attempted because it seemed ; several unusual CONnversiONS.| slory who first trusted in Christ. In whom ye also trusted, after that ye 
impossible to get the various pas-| One night a beautiful young wom-| heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also 
tors and churches to co-operate|an raised her hand for prayer and! after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise, 
in such. a united effort. There|later came forward and went into) which is the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of the 
were denominational and doctrinal| the inquiry room. After the seryv-| purchased possession, unto the praise of his glory. Wherefore I also, 
arriers in the way. lice, I prayed with her and tried | after I heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus, and love unto all the 
Some 


of the Christian young | to show her from the Scriptures| saints, cease not to give thanks for you, making mention of you in my 
people organized a local “Youth | God's wonderful plan of salvation. | 


Some Outstanding Conversions 


us 


| prayers; that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, 
For Christ” group, and began to) may give unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the know!l- 
pray and plar for a union revival 


campaign. Through their efforts 
all of the sound evangelical 
churches of the community were 
enlisted and brought into co-op- 
eration in the first union revival! 
ever held in Sidney. The meetings 
were held in the N Y A Hall, with 
Jarge crowds attending every 
night in spite of from twenty to 


She was under deep conviction, and 
told me that she had been guilty 


edge of him: the eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that 
ye may know what is the hope of his calling, and what *he riches of 


of the scarlet sin, and wanted to} the glory of his inheritance in the saints, and what is the exceeding 


be saved. 


tion, and after dealing with her 


at some considerable length, I felt 


I_must be rather sharp, and.so_I| Passage as my text, every bit of | much of a God. 


| 


told her that God was offering’ 
‘her salvation and all she had to) 


| 


| 


(Continued on page eight) 


“Good Tidings” 


By Evangelist Joe Henry Hankins, D.D. 


Pine Bluff, 


(Sermon preached at First Bap 


Arkansas 
tist Church, Little Rock, Arkansas, 


Sunday morning, December 21, 1941. Stenographically reported). | 
“And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I 

bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all peo- 

ple. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Sav- 


iour, which is Christ the Lord.” 


As I studied this text I said in 
my heart, I wish 
words with which to express the 
meaning of that announcement 
made by the angel that night to 
the shepherds on the hills of 
Judaea. But you cannot find hu- 
man language to express what 
Christ has meant to one single 
heart and life, much less to put 
in words what His coming - has 
meant to the world for these nine- 


_.__.}eould not begin to’ express in hu- 
s=|man speech what He has meant 


“= |have walked 

“= |shadows and felt the touch of His 
*** |hand and the joy of His presence; 
‘jas they have leaned upon His rod 


:|press what He has meant to dying 
-|Ssaints as their feet have touched 
‘|the brim of the swollen Jordan 
= |0f death. No wonder the angel 
me isaid, “I bring you good tidings of 


—Luke 2:10-11 


| multiplied millions of souls that 
ihave found cleansing from sin as 
i'they have been washed in His’ 
'blood; that have found that “peace 
‘of God, which passeth all under- 
‘standing’ as He has lifted the 
burden of sin from their souls, as 
'He has opened the prison houses 
;and set the captives free. “If the 
|Son therefore shall make you free, 
lye shall be free indeed.” One 


for these 


years as men 
into the valley of 


in the. hour of sorrow 
nineteen hundred 


and staff and found support and 
comfort. He has never yet failed 
a single one. You could not ex- 


great joy.” 


The Greatest Day in History 

Beloved, it was a great day 
when “in the beginning was the 
Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God.” And 
the Word spoke and out of noth- 


| 
| 
| that 
_ that 


|}capable 


| | wouldn’t be much of a God. 
I could find|te®en hundred years, and to the 


ing came this universe about us 
| (Continued on page two) 


' Say 


Somehow she wasn't) greatness of his power to us-ward who believe, according to the 
able to trust the Lord for salva-| 


working of his mighty power.’’—Ephesians 1:1-19 


I am going to take this whole | understand God, He wouldn’t be 
it, every line of it. Some of you,| derstand all of God, you can have 
as you followed me in your Bibles,| Him; I don’t want Him. If God 
noticed that I skipped some of the| is so small that He can be put 
verses. 1 didn't skip them because! into some kind of a reometric 
they are not in my Bible. I1| problem, or an algebraic formula, 


If you can un-| 


oe ae 


, 
ee 


DR. HYMAN J. APPELMAN 


He is not big enough for me. My 
God has to be so big that the finite 
mind of man cannot contain Him, 
and this is a good time to say, 
“Amen.” My God is so big that 
the universe can't contain Him, 
My God is so gracious that your 
(Continued on, page three) 


skipped them on purpose. I am) 
going to speak to you on OUR) 
WEALTH IN THE TRIUNE 
GOD. what we have in the Triune 
God. Let us bow our heads for a/| 
word of prayer. 

You will agree with me when I 
that it merely muddies the 
waters and confuses the issue of 
our religion at least it seems 
that way to me—for anybody to 
try to explain God. If God were 
of explanation, He 
If | 
I could understand God—I am not | 
too smart, but I am almost as| 
smart as some of you 


20,000 


| With 
Subscribers! 


i'much prayer I feel led of God to 
By the Editor 


Here at the Sword of the Lord 
office, all of us are thanking God 
He answered prayer, and 
the subscription campaign 


—_- - — 


deep concern and 


publish again in The Sword of the 
Lord a series of nine chapters on 
of 
lodges, and show why it is wrong 
for Christians to be yoked up with 
unbelievers in the lodges. Most 
of you readers of The Sword of 
the Lord are Christians. You will 
accept what the Bible says as 
authoritative. Some readers who 
‘have truly been converted are 
brought in subscriptions enough to/ still in the lodges as I was after I 
make the total of 50,000 sub-| was ordained to preach. 
scribers to The Sword of the Lord.| well, and so do you. 


‘the question secret orders, 


after 


LODGES EXAMINED 
BY THE BIBLE 


Is It a Sin for a Christian to Have 
Membership in Secret Orders? 
By Evangelist John R. Rice, D.D., Litt. D. 


out offense, seeking to find His 


will. 
Aftel 


orders 


long dealing with secret 
I know that some men 
have sworn to conceal the truth, 
have sworn to slander anyone 
who reveals the secrets. of the 
lodges. Some deceitful men are 
taught that it is all right to lie 
to defend the lodges and hence 
some men say that the things 
written in this book are not true. 
Do not believe them. I urge you 
that you challenge amy man who 
denies the statements made in 


I meant | these articles, any man who slan- 
But lI wasj|ders the author, to come and face 


The Sword of the Lord is eleven| honest enough to investigate and|me in the presence of witnesses 


years old. 
less than 5,000 paid subscriptions, |Spirit and listen to the Scriptures 
I believe. The growth has been'’even though it meant going 
steady and solid, on the average, 
doubling every two years. Two 
years ago we had some more than 
23,000 subscribers to The Sword 
of the Lord. I began then to pray 
that God would give us 50,000 sub- 
scriptions by my fiftieth birthday, 
December 11, 1945. That magnifi- 
cent rate.of increase has contin- 
ued and now, by God’s grace, we 
have 50,000 paid subscribers. 

I am grateful to God for His 
continued favor. I am grateful to 

(Continued on page eight) 


good friends in the lodges. I hope 
know the truth, just as open- 
minded as I was. If the lodges 
cannot stand investigation by ear- 
nest Christians in the light of the 
Bible then they are not worthy of 
the support of Christian people. 


Please consider that I must 
please my Master and declare 


who place Christ first will pa- 
'tiently and prayerfully read with- 


you will be just as anxious to} 


“the whole counsel of God.” Those | 


Six years ago it hadjlisten to the voice of the Holy! and tell me 


in the presence of 
witnesses I will have with me 
and documents I will have on 


against my own father and many nan that my statements are un- 


true. I promise you that no in- 
telligent lodge member will face 
me on that basis because he will 
know that I have the facts. No 
well-informed lodge member who 
is honest will deny the essential 
truth of what is written here, 
Please, if any lodge member does 
deny what is written here, ask 
him to come and face me person 
ally in the presence of witnesses 
I can assemble at any time. Hune. 


(Continued on page five) 
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with all of its mystery and won- 
ders. It was a great day when the 
Triune God held the council of 
eternity and said, “Let us make 
man in our image ... in the 
image of God created he him, male 
and female created he _ them.” 
After sin had come, it was a great 
day when the great God came 
down in compassion, mercy and 
grace and called that hiding pair 
out from among the trees, saying, 
‘Adam, where art thou?” And 
there in the garden He gave the 
promise of a Redeemer to that 
sorrowing, heartbroken pair whose 
sun had gone out in the 


whose hearts were seized and 


overcome with fear as they scur- | 


ried away from the presence of 
God and hid themselves among the 
trees in the garden and with 
futile effort, tried to cover their 
nakedness from the presence of 
God. It was a great day when 
God said the seed of the woman 
shall bruise the serpent’s head. It 
was a great day when God took 
three million slaves by the hand 
and led 
Egypt, opened the Red Sea and 
delivered them dry-shod on the 
other side. But the greatest day 
this old world had ever known was 
when the angel said, “This day a 
Saviour is born.” 

Jesus had come at last. Oh, how 
sweet that name! The redeemed 
of God have sung it in their 
sweetest anthems, in carols and 
hymns of praise. For nineteen 
hundred years the theme of our 
song has been “Jesus, Blessed 
Jesus.” “Sweetest note in seraph 
song, sweetest name on mortal 
tongue; sweetest carol ever sung, 
Jesus, blessed Jesus.” And the 
redeemed of God shall sing it 
throughout all eternity. For when 
God took His hand that day on 
the Isle of Patmos and pulled 
aside the curtain of heaven and 
gave His old apostle John a peep 
into the home of the soul, John 
said, “A great multitude, which 
no man could number, of all 
nations, and kindreds, and people, 
and tongues, stood before the 
throne, and = before the Lamb, 
clothed with white robes, and 
with palms in their hands” (Rev. 
7:9). They were singing and play- 
ing on their harps and their 
music was like the “voice of many 


waters.” As the chorus swelled 
it was like the voice of great 
thunders. On and on it went until 


it was like the voice of a great 
earthquake—until the very walls 
of Heaven resounded and rever- 
berated with the beat of its music. 
And what are they singing? Unto 
him who loved us and loosed us 
from our sins in His own blood, 
Jesus, Blessed Jesus. Don’t you 
love Him? Isn't it great to be a 
Christian? 

Poets have written their sweet- 
est odes to Him. Singers have 
sung their greatest songs in an 
effort to express out of the human 
heart what this announcement 
meant. Painters have spent a life- 
time in producing their greatest 
masterpieces aS an expression of 
what He has meant to human 
heart and life. Prophets and the 
writers of both the Old and the 
New Testaments have exhausted 
human language in trying to tell 
of what’ they felt. Isaiah, the 
greatest and most eloquent of all 
the prophets, after he had ex- 
hausted his entire vocabulary and 
could find no other speech in 
which to describe the coming Sav- 
jour, said, “His name shall be 
called wonderful.” Again he said, 
He is the Balm of Gilead, the 
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Sky, | 


them out of the land of | 


Rose of Sharon, the Lily of the 
| Valley; He is the one altogether 
lovely.” When the great apostle 
Paul. had exhausted the Greek 
language trying to tell us what 
‘he felt in his heart about the 
‘Christ, he closed with this burst 
of praise upon his soul, “Thanks 


ibe unto God for his unspeakable 


gift!” ‘Thou shalt call his name 
| Jesus.” 
“Fear Not” 
But listen to the angel’s an- 


‘nouncement. “Fear not: for, be- 
jhold, I bring you good tidings of 
great joy.” Yesterday afternoon I 
got my concordance and began to 


had used those two words, “Fear 
not.”” More than one hundred 
‘times I found -those two words 


‘run through it to find where sagt I have 
“ity” 


land of. Babylon for twenty-one 
days had been praying day and 
night to feel again the hand of 
God and to hear again the voice of 
God that his people might be de- 
livered out of bondage, Gabriel 
stood by him and said, “O-man 
greatly beloved, fear not: peace 
be unto thee, be strong, yea, be 


strong.” And Daniel said, “When 
he had spoken unto me, I was 
greatly strengthened” (Dan. 
10:19). 


When Paul was discouraged in 
Corinth the angel of God stood by 
and said, “Be not afraid, but 
speak, and hold not thy peace... 
| much people in this 
(Acts 18:9-10). When the 


| voyage 


says it is Jesus. All things were 
created by him, and for him, and 
he is before all things and by all 
things hold together. (Col. 
1:16-17). Oh, think of it! If He 
who holds this planet out in space 
like a child’s soap bubble as it 
floats along, is holding me in His 
hand, I am safe. 


“T’ve anchored my soul in the 
haven of rest: 

I'll sail the wide seas no more; 
The tempest may sweep o’er 
the wild, stormy deep, 

In Jesus I’m safe evermore.” 

“Neither ‘shall any man pluck 

them out of my hand.” Fear 

not, 


Fear not your sins. The devil 


ship on which Paul sailed on that | would keep you paralized all your 
to Rome was so tossed | life with the fear of your sins. 


‘spoken from the heart of God to|and driven by the storm, until | But listen: “Though your sins be 


the heart of humanity that is so 
beset and torn with fear. 
after all, the greatest enemy of 
our lives is our fears. The most 
unsettled thing in human life is 
fear and 4anxiety—anxious about 


outcome of the war; afraid of 
what may lie out yonder in the 
immediate future for our gallant 
sons who wear the khaki this 
morning; afraid of what may come 
to the shores of our fair land; 
afraid that we may hear the hum 
of the airplane motors of the 
invader and the burst of its bombs; 
afraid of what may happen to our 
homes, our lives and our loved 
|ones. Oh, hear God this morning 
as He says more than one hundred 
‘times in His Word to His people, 
a not.” 

Then I began to search for that 
expression, “Be not afraid,” and 
over and over again, spread all 
‘through God’s Word from Genesis 
'to Revelation, God is saying, “Be 
‘not afraid.” Jesus says, “Let not 
| your heart be troubled: ye believe 
‘in God, believe also in me. In my 
'Father’s house are many man- 
sions: if it were not so, I would 
have told you. 
‘place for you. And if I go and 
|prepare a place for you, I will 
come again, and receive you unto 
'myself; that where I am, there 
ye may be also.” You can count 
on it; you can depend on what 
Jesus says. Just before He enters 
i\the Garden of Gethsemane, I hear 
him saying, “Peace I leave with 
lyou, my peace I give unto you: 
Inot as the world giveth, give I 
‘unto you. Let not your heart be 
troubled, neither let it be afraid” 
(John 14:27)..Fear not! Fear not! 

To Abraham, alone yonder after 
his long journey from Ur of the 
Chaldees, having made his way 
over a thousand miles on foot not 
knowing whither he went and 
finally arriving in the land. of 
Canaan, God appears to him, a 
stranger in a strange land, saying, 
“Fear not, Abram: I am _ thy 
shield, and they exceeding great 
reward” (Gen. 15:1). 

Isaac was beset with the enemy 
on every hand. Everywhere he 
tried to settle the enemy would 
come and drive him away. Then 
when he would go and prepare for 
a peaceful place to settle down 
undisturbed and dig another well, 
they would drive him away again. 
Finally he dug one and God came 
and said, “I am the God of Abra- 
ham thy father: fear not, for I am 
with thee, and will bless thee, and 
multiply thy seed” (Gen, 26:24). 

When Jacob, in his old age, was 
hesitating, not knowing what to 
do about going down into the land 
of Egypt, the angel of God said, 
“Fear not to go down into Egypt; 
for I will there make of thee a 
great nation: I will go down with 
thee into Egypt; and I will also 
surely bring thee up again” (Gen. 
46:3-4). 

When Moses stood at the Red 
Sea with the hosts of Pharoah 
behind, with a mountain wall on 
either side and a sea of rolling 
waters in front, the children of 
Israel lifted their voices to God 
in a heart-cry of hopelessness and 
desperation, and God said to 
Moses, “Fear ye not, stand still, 
and see the salvation of the Lord.” 


I go to prepare a/ 


When Daniel was down in the’ 


} 
’ 


they cast all the lading of the|as scarlet, they shall be as white 
For, |ship overboard, undergirded the| as snow; though they be red like 


‘ship with ropes, then gave up all| crimson, they shall be as wool.”— 


| ing for it to go to the bottom, Paul 
‘said, “There- stood by me this 


Fear not, Paul; thou must be 
brought before Caesar” -(Acts 
27 :23-24). 


John, on the Isle of Patmos, in 
the Spirit on the Lord’s day, heard 
a great voice behind him. As he 
looked around he heard a voice 
saying, “I am Alpha and Omega, 


| not: I am the first and the last: 
‘I am he that liveth, and was dead; 
and, behold, I am alive for ever- 
more.” There is only one who can 
cast fear out of human life and 


that is Jesus. He is my Saviour. 


hope and sat down in despair wait-| “The blood. of Jesus Christ, his 


| =on cleanseth us from all sin.” 
After you have been saved, the 


the morrow afraid of the future: |night the angel of God, whose I} devil then would go back into the 
afraid of the present; afraid of the | 4m, and whom I serve, Saying,|past, drag up/ your sins to dis- 


courage you, to make you tremble 
before them and be afraid. But 
remember He, who in the begin- 
ning was with God and by whom 
all things were made, has said, 
‘I will put your sins behind my 
back .. . I will forgive your 


the first*and the last.” John fel] | Sin no 
at his feet as dead. Then he tells|¢ast is from the west, so far hath 
‘us, “And he laid his right hand | he } 
‘upon me, saying unto me, Fear | from us.’ So 


iniquity, and I will remember your 
more ... As far as the 
removed our transgressions 
let .the devil bring 
let him bring any 
accusation he will, we can stand 
with Paul at the cross of Jesus 
Christ and say to one and «all, 


them all up; 


“Who shall 
| charge of 
He has said, “My sheep hear my | that justifieth. Who is he that 
voice, and I know them, and they | Condemneth ? It 


lay anything to the 
God's elect? It is God 


is Christ that 


‘follow me: And I give unto them|ied, yea rather, that is risen 


| 


iperish.” Listen! “Neither 


hand.” 

Science says that the thing that 
‘holds this universe .together is 
gravity. 


‘eternal life; and they shall never| again, who is even at the right 

shall| hand of God, who also maketh 

‘any man pluck them out of my| intercession for us” (Rom, 8:33- 
| 34 


Good News for Everyone 
“I bring 


.that gravity holds this universe | people’—not just a select few. He 


_together, then I ask you, What is 
'gravity? and you can’t tell me— 
‘you haven't given me any informa- 
tion. Science says that this earth 
on which we live is a sphere eight 
‘thousand miles in _ diameter, 
| twenty-five thousand miles in cir- 
‘cumference, .and is almost as 
‘heavy as if it were made of solid 
steel. Yet it floats through space 
like a soap bubble blown from a 


child’s bubble blower, and around) 


the sun it goes in its stately 
|march through space, year after 
year, not deviating one iota from 
its path. Science tells us there 
are millions, yea multiplied mil- 
lions of stars, planets, moons, and 
suns, some of them multiplied 

sands of times larger than the 
eamth, traveling through space at 
te of more than a million 
mileX an hour, and it is all held 
together and moves in an unerring 
path the centuries come and go. 
i all get the power that holds 


it all t 
its place 


opens. the door of salvation; He 
opens the door of grace; He opens 


the door of divine worship to every | 


one that breathes the breath of 
human life, and says to the one 
deepest in sin, to the one nearest 
to Hell, to the one who has been 
crushed, broken, trampled down, 
defeated on every hand by the 
power of the enemy, “Come unto 
‘me, all ye that labour and are 
heayy laden, and I will give you 
rest.” “I bring you good tidings 
of great joy, which shall be to all 
people.” Thank God for a gospel 
message that is given to the high,” 
the low, the rich, the poor. “Come,” 
said the prophet, “Come ye to the 
waters, and he that hath no 
money; come ye, buy, and eat; 
yea, come, buy wine and milk 


| 


| 


without money and without price. 
Wherefore do ye spend money for 
that which is not bread? and your 


Pang for that which satisfieth 


not? hearken diligently unto me, 


ether and keeps each in| and eat ye that which is good, and 
is gravity. My Bible!let your soul delight itself in fat- 


| you good tidings of| 
But when you tell me|great joy, which shall be to all 


ness” (Isa. 55:1-2). “Grace, grace, 
God’s grace, Grace that will par- 
don and cleanse within; Grace, 
grace, God’s grace, Grace that is 
greater than all our sin.” Good 
news to all the people of all the 
world. For, “He is able also to 
save ... to the uttermost”... 
He is able to keep that which I 
have: committed unto him against 
that day”... And “My God shall 
supply all your need according to 
hi- riches in glory by Christ 
Jesus.” 

“Fear not: for, behold, I bring 
you good tidings of great joy, 
which shall be to all people. For 
unto you is born this day in the 
city of David a Saviour, which is 
Christ the Lord.” Beloved, on this 
Christmas, let us not be thinking 
about an event. Let us not be 
absorbed in a holiday season. But 
God help us to let the Holy Spirit 
turn our eyes of faith to Him, and 
fix our hearts upon Him who came 
to be the Saviour of the world. 
“Thou shalt call his name Jesus: 
for he shall save his people from 
their sins.” 

“Fear not, I am with thee. O be 
not dismayed, 

For I am thy God, I will still give 
thee aid: 

I'll strengthen thee, help thee, and 
cause thee to stand, 

Upheld by my gracious, omnipo- 
tent hand. 


When thru fiery trails thy path- 
way shall lie, 

My grace all-sufficient shall 
thy supply, : 

The flames shall not hurt thee: I 
only design 


be 


Thy dross to consume, and thy 
gold to refine. 
~—The soul that on Jesus hath 


leaned for repose, 

I will not, I will not desert to its 
foes; 

That soul, though all Hell should 
endeavor to shake, 

I'll never, no never, no never for- 
sake.” 
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(Continued from page one) 
heart and my heart can contain 
all of His fulness, all of His wis- 
dom, all of His grace certainly. 

To go into detail, to try to ex- 
plain the distinction between God 
the Father, God the Son and God 
the Holy Spirit, is beyond me. 


will leave that to the theologians. 'deem mankind by His own blood. 


|'But to the outline. 


I am busy trying to tell you how 
you may have God the Father, and 


how you may have God the Son, | 


and how you may have God the 
Holy Spirit. When we get to 
Heaven, then will be the time for 
us to investigate theSe eternal rid- 
dles which God, by His own wis- 
dom, and for His own purposes, 
has kept from us. Nevertheless, 
it is important and essential for 
us to know that each person of 
the Trinity has a part in our sal- 
vation, a distinct part, a peculiar 
part, a personal part, a definite 
part, an eternal part. 

So; take an outline. You will 
never forget it. The first point 
in the first chapter of Ephesians 
is the Freeness of the Grace of 
God. The second point in the first 
chapter of Ephesians is the Ful- 
ness of the Satisfaction of Christ. 
The third point in the first chap- 
ter of Ephesians is the Faithful- 
ness of the Work of the Holy 
Spirit. -Each one of these three is 
important. You leave one out and 
you do not have the entire plan of 
salvation. The plan of salvation 
was originated in the councils of 
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the Triune God 


eternity. God the Father, God the 
Son, God the Holy Spirit held a 
conference before the foundations 
of the world were laid, and de- 
termined that, in God’s own good 
time, under the leadership and the 
power of the Holy Spirit, Christ 
Jesus, the Son of God, was to re- 


There is ng need of taking too 
‘much time tonight. You are an 
|intelligent people. It is so won- 
‘derful! It is so inspiring! It is 
‘so sure! It is so true! It is so 
clear, it rejoices my soul, and it 
rejoices my soul for your souls, 
|that I have the privilege of tell- 
ing it to you tonight. 
The Freeness of the Grace of 
God 

First again, the Freeness of the 
Grace of God. Paul the Apostle 
tells us that the freeness of the 
grace of God is shown to us in 
three directions. First of all, God 
chose us in the Lord Jesus Christ 
before the foundation of the 
world. Before our members were 
fashioned, in our mothers’ wombs, 
God had already written them in 
His book of life. God had already 
foreknown before eternity came 
into being, who were to be His 
children. He knew our sins; He 
knew our failings; He knew our 
shortcomings; He knew our limi- 
tations; He knew the sins that 
we would commit after we be- 
came Christians, and if it were 
not His purpose to save us eter- 
nally, He wouldn’t have saved us 
temporarily. If it were not His 
purpose to complete our salvation, 
He wouldn't have started it. God 
is not a jerry-builder. God doesn’t 
tart something and then fail for 
Mone of material, or because a 
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pulling at your heart. 


depression comes along, or a\ war 
comes along, or any other, dif- 
ficulty arises. Rejoice and be ex- 
ceeding glad, by the assurance of 
God’s Word, that you did not 
choose God but God chose! you, 
that you did not decide to become 
a Christian, that God decided you 
were to be a Christian, that God 
decided you were to find in Him, 
and through Him, and by Him, 
and because of Him, the salvation 
which cost Him so fearfully much, 
yet which He so graciously, so 
generously, so freely, so abundant- 
ly bestows upon everyone of you. 
If my words evoke any sort of an 
echo in your souls, if there is a 
man, a woman, a child in this con- 
gregation who is not a Christian, 
and if my words sound the slight- 


‘est note on your souls, remember 


it is not my word, but it is God 
reaching out for you. It is God 
It is God 
pleading with you to come to the 


Lord Jesus Christ. I beseech you, 
resist not God, resist not the 
Spirit. Of course, if my words 


evoke no echo in your soul, if 
there is no response in your heart, 
my friends, it hurts me to say 
this, but it is true nevertheless, 
you are through. You will never 
be saved. You are lost. You are 
doomed forever. If you can hear 
by the assurance of God’s word, 
that God wants you to be saved, 
and remain totally unmoved, 
somewhere down the line you have 
committed the unpardonable sin, 


and the Spirit of God has stopped | 


surely 
in this 


striving with you. But 
there is no one like that 
congregation. 

The second way in which the 
freeness of the grace of God is 
shown, is not only that He chose 
us in Christ before the foundation 
of the world, but that He pre- 
destinated us. The word predes- 
tination as you well know, is com- 
posed of two words: first, pre 
which means before, and then des- 
tiny, or destination, which means 
two things. It is not only the 
one that is so commonly preached 
about, not the one that is so gen- 
erally understood and accepted, 
that is the doctrine of election, 
of predestination. There are two 
thoughts involved, each 
them vital, each one of 
important, each one of 
basic, each one of them inspiring, 
each one of them concrete. The 


them 


first matter in this predestination | 
is that God had destined, God has | 
foreordained, God has foreknown, | 


God has forepurposed, God has 
foredirected— again I say, before 
the foundations of the world, that 


because they surely have their 
Hell here upon this earth. /But 
seriously, God has predestinated 
not only our final destination, but 


and matchless blessings coming to 
us because of His death, is what 
I mean by the fulness of the sat- 
isfaction of Christ. Jesus Christ 
everything that was to happen to|by His death on Calvary’s cross, 
us on the way. He s provided | Jesus Christ by His resurrection 
food, clothes, shelter’, everything 'from the dead, Jesus Christ by His 
else that would be /needed by us. | intercession at the right hand of 
Oh my friends, we/provide for our | the Father, has earned for every- 
children. We take out insurance.| one of us three things. The ful- 
We give them dn education. We/ness of His satisfaction entitles 
innoculate them with all sorts of | everyone of us to three wonder- 
serums and shots for diseases.|ful things. First, there is the re- 
Don’t you know that God loves|demption of our souls. “Christ 
His children a great deal more | hath redeemed us from the curse 


one of | 


them | 


than we love ours, that He is not 
going to let 
us on the way to Heaven without 
His taking cognizance of it, with- 
out providing the way out, supply- 
ing the needed resources for every 
exigency, for every extremity. 


| That is what predestination 
means. Some people have an idea 
_that it means once saved, always 
.saved. That is just part of it, and 
'a small part of it, too. It means 
‘everything physically; it means 
‘everything mentally; it means 
| everything morally; it means 
‘everything spiritually; it means 
everything financially; it means 
everything economically; it means 


everything in war, everything in 
peace; it means everything when 
_we are young, everything when we 
are middle-aged, everything when 
|we are old; it means everything 
| when we live, everything when we 
|die, everything throughout an end- 
less eternity. The freeness of the 
grace of God is demonstrated not 
| only in His choosing us but in His 
|predestinating us here and here- 
after. 


| There is one more way, and I 


must hasten on, by which the free- | 


ness of the grace of God is shown. 
He has made us accepted in the 
beloved. He has made us accepted 
in the Lord Jesus Christ. “Unto 
him that loved us, and washed us 
from our sins in his own blood 
| and hath made us kings and 
priests” means this same thing. 
\Supposing the King of England 
|were to drive down State Street 
| right here in Roseland; supposing 
he saw a beggar child, saw a ten 
or twelve year old boy, dirty, 
filthy, vermin infested, clothed in 
'tatters, with torn shoes on, un- 
kept of head and body. Suppose 
that by some chance the King of 
|England were to decide to adopt 
this boy, to make him a prince of 
the realm (the King of England 
can’t do it, but suppose, for the 
story, he can), what is the first 
thing he would have to do with 
the lad? I will tell you. He 
.would have to take him in and 


our destination was to be Heaven, | give him a bath. That is exactly 


that we were to finish with the | what God has done for us in the 
crowns of righteousness on our | Lord Jesus Christ. He gave us a 


heads, to reign and rejoice with) hath in the blood of His Son. He 
the Lord Jesus Christ forever and | tore our rags, our filthy, obnoxious 
ever. We all know that, we all) cjothes from us, threw them away. 
know that predestination means | 


that God has destined us to be-| neces in glory, dipped it in the 


He wove a garment of righteous- | 


come His children, finally to re- 
ceive us unto Himself in glory. 
But, wait a minute. There is 
another thing in that predestina- 
tion and that is that God has 
purposed, that God has planned, 
that God has programmed, that 
God has outlined our destiny. 
Everything that is happening to 
us is happening by the permissive 
will of God, whether we be Chris- 
tian or unsaved, it makes not a 
particle of difference. You are a 
Gentile. I am a Jew. It is not 
an accident. It is the will of God. 
It is no accident that you were 
born in America and that I was 
born in Russia. It is the will of 
God. God has a reason for it. God 
has a purpose for it. God help 
you, if you are married by acci- 
dent. God help you if your mar- 
riage was not made in Heaven. 


|God help you if you’ve got to sit 


across the breakfast table from a 
man or woman whom God never 
had any intention of your marry- 
ing. My, if there is any Hell on 
earth, I guess that is it, for two 
people who do not love each other 
in the Lord, who do not love each 
other in the bonds of holy matri- 
mony, to have to see each other, 
and live with each other, and sleep 
with each other. Brother and sis- 
ter, there must be a frigidaire 
place in Hell for folk like that, 


blood of His only begotton Son, 
put it around us; put the shoes 
of the gospel of peace on our feet, 
put the ring of adoption on our 
fingers, sent us out with the ban- 
ner of His love over us, rejoic- 
ing in the assurance that all 
things must work together for 
good to them that love God who 
are the called according to His 
purpose, 

So, what have I said?. The 
freeness of the grace of God is 
shown in that while we were yet 
sinners, God chose us in Jesus 
Christ. Not only did He choose 
us, but He has made every pro- 
vision and every preparation for 
every need of our lives from now 
until we stand complete in Him 
im Heaven. Then, while we were 
yet filthy, while -we were yet 
abominable, while we were yet 
wretched, while we were yet in 
the stench, in the stigma of our 
hellish transgressions, God, for 
Christ’s sake, washed us in the 
blood and regenerated us by His 
Holy Spirit. 

The Fulness of the Satisfac- 
tion of the Lord Jesus Christ 

The second thing in this won- 
derful story is the fulness of the 
satisfaction -of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. That He died for our sins 


we all know. That there are great 


of the law, being made a curse for 
anything happen to. 


us.” “Forasmuch as ye know that 
'ye were not redeemed with cor- 
'ruptible things such as silver and 
gold, but with the precious blood 


of Jesus’ as of a lamb without 
\blemish and without spot.” What 
idoes that mean? Simply this. The 
| modernists don’t like it. The lib- 


erals don’t like it. They want to 
make a bearded fond grandfather 
out of God. Yes, God is love. Yes, 
God is mercy. «Yes, God is grace. 
Yes, God is pitying, tender. long- 
suffering, but I warn you, by the 
fires of Hell, God is also justice. 
I warn you by the guilt of sin God 


'is also righteousness, I warn you 
‘by your immortal souls- God is 
| holiness. 


The righteousness, the 
| justice, the holiness of God re- 
|quire the damnation of every sin- 
;nmer out of Christ. If that is not 
so, then Jehovah is not any bet- 
ter than the crookedest governor 
'the State of Illinois, or the State 
'of Texas, or any other State ever 
ihad. He is just as filthy, just as 
abominable, just as dirty, just as 
crooked, just as dishonest, just as 
dishonorable, just as disgraceful as 
\the cheapest ward healer you've 
got here on the South side of Chi- 
cago, and God knows you have 
got .plenty of them. They are 
mighty cheap and mighty filthy. 
But no, my friends, the very ex- 
istence of God, the very attributes 
of God, require the punishment of 
| sins and sinners. Thank God, the 
|Lord Jesus Christ by His death 
'on Calvary, satisfied not God—I 
|am not saying that God needed 
|satisfaction, I am not saying that 
| God needed reconciliation—but He 
|satisfied the law of God, the jus- 
_tice of God, the holiness “of God, 
| the righteousness of God, the un- 
mistakable, inerrant. unchange- 
able, irrecoverable decrees of God 
Almighty, so that I can stand be- 
fore you and say to you, without 
| knowing a thing about you, that 
'there is the fulness of redemption 
for everyone of you because of 
the fulness of the satisfaction of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 
| The fulness of the satisfaction 
of Jesus Christ purchased for us 
not only redemption, but also re- 
‘mission, remission of every sin. 
‘Not only the redemption of our 
‘souls, but the remission of every- 
one of our sins is the fruit of Cal- 
vary’s bitter tree. It is written, 
“Then opened he their under- 
standing, that they might under- 
Stand the scriptures, and said 
‘unto them, Thus it is written, and 
‘thus it behoved Christ to suffer, 
‘and to rise from the dead the 
‘third day: and that repentance 
and remission of sins should be 
preached in his name among all 
nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 
And ye are witnesses of these 
things.” And again, “Be it known 
‘unto you therefore, men and 
brethren, that through this man 
is preached unto you the forgive- 
ness of sins: and by him all that 
believe are justified from all 
‘things, from which ye could not 
be justified by the law of Moses.” 
‘Remission, every sin, every trans- 
gression, every blot, every blem- 
ish, every stigma, every stain 
washed away by the crimson tide. 
“Being justified freely by his 
grace through the redemption 
that is in Christ Jesus whom God 
hath set forth to be a propitiation 
through faith in his blood, to de- 
clare his righteousness for the 
remission of sins that are past, 
through the forbearance of God.” 

They tell a story, a legend, 
about Martin: Luther. One day 
he was sitting translating the 
New Testament into German, 
busily working hard, when there 


came to him a vision. Satan, the 
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devil, the old serpent, the adver- 
sary appeared before him and 
sneeringly said, “Martin, you are 


a fine one to be translating the 
Bible.” 
“Well, why am I a fine one? 


Why can't I translate it if 1 want 
to?” 

“Why, your sins, they mount up 
to high Heaven. Here they are 
on this roll.” The devil held up 
a roll before Luther. 

Martin felt: his 
quake. “Show me 
roll.” 

The devil took hold of one end 
of it. tossed it on the table until 
# spread out across’ the books 
that Martin Luther had in front 
of him. The great monk looked 
at the roll. His heart stood still. 
His face paled. His mind troubled 


heart 
the 


Luther 
He said, 


him. 

His soul was in torment. There 
were his sins, bleak, black,. evil, 
corrupt, degrading, degraded, dis- 
obedient, yea, any one of them 
causing him to deserve Hell. 


There came to his rescue the Holy 
Spirit. .“Give me the roll,” said 
the reformer. The devil gave it 
to him. Martin Luther took his 
great goose quill pen, dipped it in 
the ink well, wrote across the roll 
in as large letters as he could 
manage, “The blood of Jesus 
Christ his Son cleanses us from 
all sin.” That was the end of 
Satan. 

I believe my sins are forgiven? 
Why? Not because I am a Cir- 
cumcised Jew! I am! Why? 
Not because I am an immersed 
Christian! I am. Not because I 
am a preacher! I am! I believe 
by: God's. ordination that Jesus 
who knew no sin, God made to be 
sin for us, that we might be made 
the righteousness of God in Him. 

The. third thing that comes to 
us from the fulness of the satis- 
faction of Christ is not only the 
redemption of our souls, not only 
the remission of our sins, but the 
redemption of ourselves. We have 
been adopted in Jesus Christ, in 
God the Father. It is written 
“As many as received Him, 
them gave He power to become 
the sons of God, even to 
that believe on His name.” To 
évery soul within the sound of 
my voice, to every soul to the 
ends of the earth, God stretches 
out His mighty hand stained in 
the blood of His son. He says, “I 
know you are a sinner. I know 
you are helpless and powerless 
and hopeless. I know you are 
steeped in iniquity and _ trans- 
gression. But I love you. I want 
you for my child, not as a slave 
of Satan. If you will accept 
Christ as your Saviour, I shall en- 
roll you in the Book of Heaven, 
I shall write your name in the 
Lamb’s book of life. From that 
second on out throughout an end- 
less eternity, you will be my child. 
I shall be your Father. Jesus 
Christ will be your elder Brother. 

You know that is one of our 
tragedies, my friends. We brag 
about our lodges; we brag about 
our fraternities; we brag about 
our jobs; we brag about the 
achievements and _  accomplish- 
ments of our loved:ones. Listen 
to me. The loftiest position in all 
the world is God the Father, God 
the Son, God the Holy Spirit, en- 
throned on the circle of eternity. 
Next to God the Father, next to 
God the Son, next to God the 
Holy Spirit, the topmost position 
m all the world is a Christian, a 
twice-born Child of God. Greater 
than the angels, mightier than the 
angelic beings, above all the cre- 
ated universe, next to God Him- 
self is a child of God. Because 
of the fulness of the satisfaction 
of Christ, there is a way open for 
every one of us to become chil- 
dren of God. 

The Faithfulness of the Work 
of the Holy Spirit. 

Now, the last word. I have told 
you about God the Father, the 
freeness of His grace; I have told 
you about God the Son, the ful- 
ness of His satisfaction. Let us 
think a bit about God the Holy 
Spirit, the faithfulness of the 
work of the Holy Spirit. The 
Holy Spirit does three things for 


to | 


them | 


us in salvation. First, He eman- 
cipates us. He frees us. He re- 
leases. US. He emancipates us 
from fear, the fear of yesterday, 
the fear of today, the fear of to- 
morrow; from the fear of God 


yes, the fear of God. There is a 


difference between fear and fear. 
Il am not afraid of God. I1 am 
afraid of hurting Him. I am 


afraid of doing something to hurt 


His feelings. I am afraid that 
my commissions or omissions 
may show my ingratitude. God 


forbid, I want to be well pleasing 
in His sight, not because I am 
afraid of Him, but becaus I love 
Him and more, because He loves 
me. I want to show the keenness 
of the appreciation of my _ soul 
that God could find it in His heart 
to love anybody like me. 

Listen. They say that they can- 
not understand how God created 
the world in six days. That is no 
mystery to me. They say they 
cannot understand how a whale 
could swallow, or a big fish could 
swallow, Jonah. That is no mys- 
tery to me. God can do anything. 


They tell me they can’t under- 
stand how a virgin could give 
birth to a son. That is no mys- 


tery to me. God can do anything. 
They say they can’t understand 


grace, 


‘soul. He said, “Appelman, I would 
give everything I’ve got in the 
world if I knew what God wanted 
‘me to do.” 


I tried every which way to con- 


vince him that God would show 
him if he would but open his 
heart, but I couldn’t move him. 


Later on, thank God, he became a 
Christian. The last I heard of 
him he was out there in China 
with a detachment of our soldiers, 
serving the Lord the best he 
could. Oh, the assurance that 
comes when you know you are in 


God’s place; when you can get 
down on your knees and = say, 
“Lord, you got me into this; now 


get me out!” Oh, man! Oh, man! 
Oh, man! When you take the 
reins of your life in your own 
hands, when you go hither, 


thither, yonder, you get yourself 
into a jam, you get down on your 
knees, you start praying, the Lord 
‘You got yourself into it; 
now get yourself out.” 
that's a tough spot in which 
be. When you know your respon- 
sibility, when you know you are 
Standing in God's place, why, you 
can reach up to the throne of 
push open 


Says, 


how Jesus Christ could raise Laz- | You have never broken any prom- 


arus from the dead. That is no 
mystery to me. God can do any- 
thing. They tell 


from the dead. That is no mys- 
tery to me. God can do anything. 
The thing that I can’t understand 
is how God could have ever found 
it, even in His heart, to love any- 
body like me. That is the mys- 
tery; that is the thing that is hard 
for me to understand. You talk 
about a miracle. The rest of them 
are just child’s play alongside the 
miracle of God’s regenerating my 
soul, making me a child of God, 
starting me on the road to Heav- 
en. The same thing holds true 
with you. In the Holy Spirit we 
have the emancipated assurance 
that it is so. I am not afraid of 
old age; I am not afraid of being 
sick; | am not afraid of death; I 
am not afraid of judgment; I am 
not afraid of eternity because the 
Holy Spirit walks with me, and 
He talks with me, and He calls 
me His very own. He who loved 
me enough to send His Son to the 
cross, loves me enough with Him 
also freely to give me all things. 
Yes, my friends, the Holy Spirit 
emancipates us from doubts, from 
uncertainties, from misgivings, 
from that aching, breaking heart. 
The Holy Spirit just dismisses, 
banishes, as the morning sun dis- 
‘sipates the fog, tears asunder the 
mists that Satan puts in our 
hearts, on our souls. 
| Secénd; the Holy Spirit enlight- 
ens us. Not only does He emanci- 
pate us, but He enlightens us. He 


enlightens us as to our responsi- | 


|Silities, Why is it that so many 
of our people are so backslidden, 
so indifferent? They are carnal 
Christians. They do not give the 
Holy Spirit a chance. They are 
‘blind. They are worldly. They 
may even be cad in their tres- 
‘passes and sins. The Holy Spirit 
will show us what God wants us 
to do. The Holy Spirit will make 
‘us understand the plan and the 
place God has for our lives. 


I never will forget an incident 
ithat happened a little while after 
I surrendered to preach. I put in 
'my purchase price for my dis- 
charge from the United States 
Army. I was a Staff Sergeant in 
‘Ft. Sill, Oklahoma. The First 
Sergeant said, “Why do you want 
to leave the army?” 

I said, “I am going to preach 
the Gospel,” 

“Well, that is a good job, too,” 
is the way he put it. 

“The best job in the world.” 

“Are you sure you want to be 
a preacher?” 

“Sarge, there is something a 
whole lot better than that to it.” 

“What is it?” 

“IT know God wants me to be a 
preacher. That is better than 
my wanting to be a preacher.” 

You know what he said. Listen, 
that wunregenerated, poor lost 


me they can't | 
understand how God raised Christ 


ise that You have spoken.” 
‘you can constrain God. 

The Holy’ Spirit will enlighten 
‘us as to our resources, as to what 
we can count on, as to what 
‘can depend on, as to what we can 


Thus 


I tell you} 
to | 


caught himself. 


the gate of | 
glory, cry out of your soul, “Lord, 


body. 
‘you've GOT to answer prayer. 


; 
' 


‘rewards, as to the fact that there 


we | 


all 


| 


} 


look forward to. Listen. There | 
‘used to be a great evangelist in 
the Northeast by the name of 


Jabez Knapp. He was a marvel- 
ous preacher. Souls were flocking 
to Christ under his appeal. As he 


began to get older, he became 
concerned about his old age. He 
bought a farm, 3,000 acres. He 
started to stock it, to fill it, to 
take care of it. A bit after that 
he held a revival somewhere in 


New York state, in a great town. 
He was staying in his hotel when 
Uncle John Vassar, that wonder- 
ful colporteur, that marvelous 
‘soul winner came to visit him. 


“Jabez, how’s the meeting 
going?” 
| “Uncle John, it’s not going at 
all. The crowds are coming but 


there is no power.” They talked 
on for awhile, then Jabez started 
to tell Uncle John 
the farm. 

“I’ve got 3,000 
meadows. I've 
ve got so many 
‘so many head of cattle; got hogs 
|'—man, I’m sure going to be all 
right when old age comes along. 
When the Lord gets through 
with me preaching, why I can go 
to that farm, and make me a good 
living.” He grew rapturous in his 


Vassar about 


acres. I've got 
got woodlands. 
head of horses, 


lightenment, but it will flood us in | 


and tell me. 


give Him a chance, He will em- 


the will of God, to be the choicest, 
the loftiest, the loveliest, the most 


i 


descriptions of his marvelous buy, | 


of his exceptional foresight, as he 
thought. 


Uncle John listened 


patiently. | 


Finally he said, “Jabez, I thought | 


“What now ?” 


ee 


you were a pretty smart fellow.” | 


“Jabez, do you think that even | 


God can make a diamond shine | 


‘under 3,000 acres of dirt?” 


Jabez soldhis farm. The power | 


came back. The resources of God! 
Just as soon as we begin to strug- 
gle; just as soon as we begin to 
take things in our own hands; 
Usten 
of Bethany Reformed Church, 
‘many a member of every other 
church represented here, who is 
going to pay through the nose for 
‘making money and forgetting God 
during this war program; just as 
soon as we put anything between 
ourselves and God’s will for our 
lives, we’re heading for trouble. 
A’ man came to me in St, Paul 
and said, “Preacher, you are just 
bawling us out for nothing. 1 
work ten hours a day. I can’t 
come to prayer-meeting.* I have 
a hard enough time to come to 
ithe preaching service.” I just let 
him rave. When he got all 
through, I said, “Brother, lét me 
ask you a question. If they were 
paying you for eight hours, would 
you still work the ten hours?” 
He said, “No,” and then he 


———— 


there is many a member | 


-<— 


He quit yelling. ; churches, to the ends of the earth. 
Beloved, that is all there is to 
is our salvation; the freeness of the 
Sam. They may be kidding you. grace of God. the faithfulness of 
But you have got to get UP|the work of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
mighty early in the morning tothe fulness «” the power of the 
kid God in any such fashion. They | Holy Spirit. 
There is just one word for me 
to say. How may we obtain the 
freeness of the grace of God? 
What must we do to have the ful- 
ness of the satisfaction of Christ? 
What steps must we take in order 
that the faithfulness of the work 
of the Holy Spirit may be repro- 


They are not working for Uncle 


are not working for patriotism. 
They are not working to win the 
war. That’s secondary. They are 
making dollars. They are going 
to pay for it all. Their children 
will grow up without God. There 
will be disaffection in the family. 


They will lose their religion. vee 
Their health will be gone. |. For aoe oe — A Sacgge ah yo 
every dollar they maké now, they papostie Says, y ef ; 


saved through faith; and that not 


will have to pay a hundred in| — ' 
| -,.¢ Of yourselves: it is the gift of 
agony, in tears, pay for the fact . 5 


God: not of works, lest 
should boast.” Listen, 


any man 


that they are not seeking first the aw 
‘meg 4 and I finish. 


kingdom of God and His righ- 
teousness. Oh my friends, you} Some years ago in Enfiand, in 
wait and see. Some of us will be London, a Sunday school teacher 


alive to see the torture, the tor- of one of the ragged schools, took 
ment, that is going to sweep her class of boys to a walled-in 


across. this country. park. They didn't quite know 

The Holy Spirit emancipates us. what it was. phere — guards 
With Him. to guide us, we don't there. They walked in. It are 
hang on'to the almighty dollar, | W!nte! time. Most of the “ae 
We don’t hang on to the job. We were bare. fney. 4 alked er and 
don’t hang on to this, that, the 0” through the lanes and alley- 
other worldly program because ways, saw some buildings, walked 


through some of them, admired 
the statues, marvelled over the 
‘well kept preserves. They came 
to a glass house. Most of them 
had never seen anything like it 
before. It was a hot house. The 
teacher opened the door, leading 
them inside, warning them not to 
touch anything. Lo and behold, 
in the dead of winter, when every- 
thing was dry, barren, frost- 
bitten on. the outside, that place 
rwas just abloom with flowers. 
‘Why, there were _ roses, lilies, 
The last thing we mention is | chrysanthemums, every kind of 
this. The faithfulness of the work flower you could possibly imagine. 
in the Holy Spirit will not, only It was warm, sweet smelling, at- 
come to us in emancipation, in en- tractive. They went on, and on, 
(Continued on page seven) 
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we are afraid of anything or any- 


The Holy Spirit enlightens us 
not only as to our responsibilities | 
and resources, but also’ as to our 


is a Heaven to gain and a Hell to 
shun, as to the fact that one olf 
these days we are going to leave 
these things behind, that all 
we will have left is the service 
that we render to. God in the Lord. 
Jesus Christ. 


empowering. There is not one) 
of us in this crowd who ‘is ;Satis® 
fied with himself or herself. If 
there is a man, a woman or child | 
in this auditorium who is perfect- | 
ly satisfied with what you are and | 
what you are doing, don’t come 
I know too many 
weak people already. I know too 
many of that sort already. But, 
friends, if there is a holy dissatis- 
faction in your soul, if! you are 
concerned about the fact that you 
are not living up to your Chris- 
tian prerogatives, to your Chris- 
tian opportunities, to your 
Christian responsibilities, rejoice 
and be exceeding glad, because it 
is the Holy Spirit that i$ Working 
that unrest in you. If you will 
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to be great aids to Christianity. |church of ~esus Christ will not|prentice’s oath, I began and then 
L BK ; d b th Bibl The lodges themselves often pro-|;see the harm in yoking up with stopped. I had no idea that such 
0 cs XAMINe 7 Cc e fess to show the way.to Heaven. unbelievers. Some who have taken|an oath was a part of Masonry, 
They speak much about God, have|the claims of secret. orders at|and I did not want to proceed, 

Bibles as lodge ‘urniture, have face value will be surprised at| |'My father and others told me that 
priests, chaplains, worshipful mas- | things I will tell about the lodges | there was nothing in the oath 
ters; their buildings are often|and will find it hard, to believe |nor in Masonry that would be 
the lodges as a result of these | fe Shams Rag 5 FR to clear | called temples. And now we are | that all I say is so. To such I|offensive to God or my conscience, 
articles previously ‘published in Bible teaching forbidding lodge to examine the lodges in the light | promise faithfully that I will give |I continued. But I was shocked, 
book form. These articles expose oaths, the yoke with unbelievers, of the Bible, the Word of God. jevidence and tell where to find land the more I thought of it the 

| 


(Continued from page one) 
dreds of men and women high in | Wicked lodge oaths; the pagan 
fraternal secret orders have quit | 4nd Unitarian Christless religion, | 


quote President John Adams, And we ask the question, “Is it a|}plenty more to prove every state-|more shocked I was at the words 
‘a - General Grant, D. L. Moody, aber: sin for a Christian to have mem-|ment and implication I make.|I had spoken. When I was pre- 
FREE | Book of Helps im OFTCY, James M. Gray, Charles bership in secret orders?” Some, perhaps, who have sworn {sented with the white apron and 


|G. Finney, and many others. The answer is that the lodges | bloody oaths to “ever conceal and|told that I was to be buried in 
Ad @ Get your free copy of 


I beg you to read them prayer-|;_, general are unchristian and|never reveal” the so-called secrets |it and that at my funeral Masons 
this 136 page book for fully. Save your copies for | .ntichristian institutions. institu- | of their lodge, will even deny the |should have charge and Masonry 
f Sunday School and others. Get them in pamphlet tions that teach a pagan false | truth because the oath they took, |exalted, my heart cried out that 
Christian workers. Chock § form. religion, not Christianity; institu- | they think, binds them to lie, if |if I should die I wanted a simple 
full of new ideas, quality | er en: tions where the saved and the lost-|Mecessary, to conceal the truth. |gospel sermon and I wanted sin- 
supplies at reasonable Chapter I mingle as brethren; where Chris-|Yet the so-called secrets are not|ners to hear about the blood of 
tau BVGA halen tians, Jews, Mohammedans and|secret at all but are printed for |Christ, I wanted an _ invitation 


Why I Write Against Lodges 


maps, books, Bibles, In the United States there are | Hindue are all on the same plane; all who really want to find out | given! And so I went away that 
plaques, etc. Special about 800 different secret socie- | ‘where men call on’ God but do not | the truth. All I ask is that every |night, grieved and shocked. The 
program moterials and ties, and nearly half of the adult | come in the name of Christ; reader prayerfully study the facts |Holy Spirit within me seemed of- 
Christmas Gift Section. men and women of the United) where the Scriptures are muti-|and weigh the Word of God on}fended. I never went back to the 
Write today for your States are affiliated with them lated by omitting Christ’s name: | the question. wit' ~*~ surrendered |lodge. After some months’ time, 
free copy according to Rev. James Putt, ‘where horrible, blood-curdling, heart, and then fellow the plain'|I came to the conclusion that I 
Th.M., in the scholarly pamphlet | unchristian oaths are required; leading of the Holy Spirit. had sinned in going there and 


Masonry. He quotes the Grand | institutions opposed to the Chris-| 


Pe Lodge Bulletin of Iowa that for) tian attitude, grieving the Spirit | largest secret order, and since the |CeTemonies and in such company. 

Sic_-i25 800 N. Clark St., Chicago 10, Ill. | 1936 there were 2,665,511 Masons. of God and violating the plain ,other large secret orders are I asked God to forgive me and 

Masonry is the oldest secret or-/ ‘command of the Bible to swear largely patterned after Masonry, promised Him never to take up 

ine ee the largest, and the parent|not at all. All these things we it will be necessary in -many,|the work although good friends 

—_ “of the others. will prove in these brief chapters, many cases to use Masonry as an had volunteered to pay the cost 

Multitudes of the most influen- prove so thoroughly that honest,|example. | Besides, there is vastly }Of My first three degrees. (Later 
Cible 7 3 '|tial people are members of secret |humble Christian men and women more literature on Masonry. And that offer was made again.) 

orders. The membership includes | who are willing to take the Word since, too, I was initiated into a| At that time I had never read 

ee ee 4 © | hosts of church members and |of God as a binding authority and | Masonic lodge as entered appren-|a line of intelligent criticism of 


Since Masonry is the oldest and taking part in such language and 


tive years— from Beginners § | Many preachers. Many active | willing to investigate the evidence tice, and since my father was*an/|the lodges as far as I can remem- , 
Op bso nad Oy pre! — = |church workers are proud to wear|and follow the leading of the, active and ardent Mason, I was j|ber...I was not familiar with the 

oys an iris to Os &. : , | lige , | wy: , r . 
complete Bible Knowiodes. £ the lodge ring or pin. A good/Holy Spirit will be thoroughly led to make a detailed study |Bible and did not bring to mind 


* |many preachers leave the active convinced. through a course of many years | at that time a single Scripture on 
GOSPEL. LIGHT -|ministry to become lodge lectur- | For a child of God to be a mem. | concerning Masonry. Hence what ‘the question. I simply knew that 
: SERIES of. ;, | CTS. Lodges are called on to lay |ber of a lodge, a secret order, is I shall say will deal largely with |1, a young preacher of the gospel 
i) «the cornerstones for new church}, gin. It igs the sin of spiritual; Masonry. However, in general |on fire for souls and earnestly 
Sunday "School [essen buildings, and preachers frequent- | adultery when .the children of | Principles the lodges are much the | ‘seeking to please God in every 
ae MEARS, Editor ly announce special sermons to light yoke up with the children of | S@me; and if it is a sin for a Chris- ‘detail of my life and vowing to 
Closely graded...not dated... groups of lodge members. A great |qarkness and when the temples|tian to be a member of the/|follow the leading of the Holy 
no waste. Popular, practical, many men I know and love, in-|of God are turned over to ido] | Masonic fraternity, then it is not Spirit within me, was out of place 
ap ne el cluding preachers, are members | worship. The sin of a Christian|ard to see that it would be In the lodges. The Holy Spirit 
lessons FREE. \of lodges. My own father was!in the lodge is the sin of Lot in|eaually wrong to yoke up wjth -told me that was no place for me, 
Write today for your copy Dae y active as a Mason and an'Sodom, calling the Sodomites unbelievers in other lodges. |Later I learned that multiplied 
THE GOSPEL LIGHT PRESS - \Odd Fellow. The lodges claim to! brethren. It is the sin of Solomn| It was in the summer of 1921, 1 | t#ousands of other Christians had 
1443. $ North Vine Street 4 be centers of morality, claim to | in marrying many strange, heath- | believe, when, influenced by many had the same experience that I 
en 28, California 3 | subdue the passions of men, claim |en wives and then following them friends, I went to the lodge to be had had. Later, as I read the 
; , ouueweeees | to give great light on spiritual |jn jdolatrous worship. It is the|made a-Mason. A preacher friend Bible, I found abundant Scrip- 
things, and by any are claimed!sjin of Peter, warming by the!said, “To be a Mason will give you ture commanding a Christian to 
devil’s fire and denying his Lord.|a lot more influence. You can |b free from anything like the 
If my words seem strong, then | reach many men through your lodges. 
the evidence will be stronger. Here|Masonic connections that you Chapter II 
‘is a matter upon which honest |could not otherwise reach. And Plain-As-Day Scriptures 
MY ms ‘Christians, earnestly seeking to/it is a great factor in the safety Forbidding Lodge 
ALVATION AR . know the will of God, can find of you and your family to be a’ Membership for Christians 
S ‘ with certainty what they ought to | Mason.” Here are Scriptures that cannot 
| do. If you investigate this matter | My father said that he, of a fies hieiialimeeiaanel ee when ant 
- + \% | as thousands of other Christians | course, could not ask me to be-|away. Will you be honest with 
G tt Contrac " ave Saee. ee 8 ay % oo come a Mason, but that never- |God and His Word before you lay 
Income é the Word of God and to please! theless it would be a great help! ‘this book down? 
| to me in my work as a preacher.|]| SCRIPTURES FORBIDDING 
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Christ Jesus our Lord and Saviour, 


then you will come to the same! Aj] I had ever heard about the | CHRISTIANS TO YOKE UP 
conclusion that thousands Oof!secret orders was good, or nearly WITH UNBELIEVERS' IN 
others have reached in this mat-'al]. Many preachers that I had LODGES OR TO HAVE FEL-~ 
Provide you an income ter and will leave lodges and|known and loved and respected LOWSHIP AND BROTHER- 
for life. Make your dream secret orders as places where nO|were Masons. I was told that HOOD WITH UNCONVERT- 
of secure old age come child of God ought to be found. | Solomon, John the Baptist, the ED MEN: 
- true. Mail coupon today Let it be understood that I am japostle John, and other Bible 1. II Corinthians 6:14-18: 
and learn how you may discussing the lodges themselves |characters were Masons and that “Be ye not unequally yoked to- 


reap “Long-Range” div- 


and not lodge members. I know this ancient fraternity held in’ gether with unbelievers. for what 


idends many lodge members for whom I trust many great spiritual truths | 
, have great respect and tender,that the rest of the world did WORDLESS BOOK 
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become a partner with this world-wide organization in give are about certain institu-|illusionment to me. A man whom - 
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fellowship hath righteousness with 
unrighteousness? and what com- 
munion hath light with darkness? 
and what concord hath -Christ 
with Belial? or what part hath 
he that believeth with an infidel? 
and what agreement hath the 
temple of God with idols? for ye 
are the temple of the living God; 
as God hath said, I will dwell in 
them, and walk in them; and I 
will be their God, and they shall 
be my people. Wherefore come 
out from among them, and be ye 
separate, saith the Lord, and 
touch not the unclean thing; and 
I will receive you, and will be a 
Father unto you, and ye shall be 
my sons and daughters, saith the 
Lord Almighty.” 

Notice that a Christian is plain- 
ly forbidden to have “fellowship,” 
“communion,” “concord,” “part,” 
or “agreement” with those who do 
nét have saving faith. But in all 
the lodges one is yoked up by 
binding oaths with people who are 
already condemned because they 
do not believe in Jesus Christ as 
Saviour. 

2. Psalm 1:1: 

“Blessed is the man that walk- 
eth not in the counsel of the 
ungodly, nor standeth in the way 
of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat 
of the scornful.” 


God’s blessed man does not 
walk, nor stand, nor sit, with the 
ungodly (unconverted), nor sin- 
ners (those who live in sin), nor 
the scornful (those who doubt the 
Bible, the deity of Christ, salva- 
tion by blood, etc.). This. verse 
could not fit any man in member- 
ship and fellowship and attend- 
ance on lodges. 

3. Ephesians 5:11, 12: 

“And have no fellowship with 
the unfruitful works of darkness, 
but rather reprove them. For it 
is a shame even to speak of those 
things which are done of them in 
secret.” 

The works of the lodges are un- 
fruitful, that is, their work is not 
to get sinners saved. They are 
works of darkness, that is, works 
of secrecy and hidden things. But 
God commands, ‘have no fellow- 
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us to 
Reprint Bibles 
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songs 


The need constitutes an unpre- 
cedented challenge. 

Will you help us, by your prayers, 
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‘Ship with them, but rather reprove 
them.’ 
4. Matthew 12:48-50: 


“But he answered and said unto 
him that told him, Who is my 
mother? and who are my breth- 
ren? And he stretched forth his 
‘hand toward his disciples, and 
said, Behold my mother and my 
brethren! For whosoever shall do 
the will of my Father which is in 
heaven, the same is my brother, 
‘and sister and mother.” 
| All lodges bind their members 
‘by oath to regard lodge members 
as their brothers or sisters and to 
favor lodge members above others. 
‘But Jesus says that His brothers 
and sisters are only those who do 
i'the will the Father, Christians. 
It is wrong to call unconverted 
‘people “brethren” or to be bound 
closer to them than with Chris- 
tians.’ 

>». Il John 9-11: 

“Whosoever transgresseth; and 
abideth not in the doctrine of 
‘Christ, hath not God. He that 
‘abideth in the doctrine of Christ, 
he hath both the Father and the 
Son. If there come any unto you, 
and bring not this doctrine, re- 
ceive him not into your house, 
neither bid him God speed: For 
he that biddeth him God speed is 
partaker of his evil deeds.” 

The lodges do not pray in the 
name of Christ, they teach salva- 
tion without Christ, by character 
and good works; recognize the 
god of Mohammedans or of other 
heathen religions as equal with 
the true God. Lodges, when they 
quote Scriptures, omit the name 
of Jesus Christ. Christians are 
forbidden to bid them God’s speed 
in their evil work. All Christians 
in the lodges bid God’s speed to 
their Christ rejection and false 
doctrine. 

Il, CONCERNING SECRECY OF 
THE LODGES: 

1. John 18:20: 

“Jesus answered him, I spake 
openly to the world; I ever taught 
in the’ synagogue, and in the 
\temple, whither the Jews always 


‘resort; and in secret have I said | 


nothing.” 

Jesus had nothing to do with 
\secret doctrines or rites, or oaths. 
Should you? 
| 2. Matthew 10:26, 27: 


“Fear them not therefore: for 
there is nothing covered, that 
‘shall not be revealed; and hid, 


‘that shall not be known. What I 
tell you in darkness, that speak 
lye in light: and what ye hear in 
the ear, that preach ye upon the 
housetops.” 

| Secret things will all be pub- 
lished, and Christians are express- 
ly commanded to preach upon the 
‘housetops what they hear ‘in the 
ear. But lodge oaths contradict 
the command of Christ. 

3. Ephesians 5:11, 12: 

“And have no fellowship with 
the unfruitful works of darkness, 
‘but rather reprove them. For it is 
a shame even to speak of those 
things which are done of them in 
secret.” 

The works of darkness (secrecy) 
are unfruitful and shaméful. 
‘Christians should have no fellow- 
ship with them, but reprove them, 
|Says God’s Word. 

Ill. CONCERNING THE OATHS 
OF THE LODGES: . 

1. Matthew 5:34-37: 

“But I say unto you, Swear not 
at all; neither by heaven; for it 
is God’s throne: nor by the earth; 
for it is his footstool: neither by 
Jerusalem; for it is the city of 
ithe great King. Neither shalt 
thou swear by thy head, because 
thou canst not make one hair 
white or black. But let your com- 
munication be, Yea, yea; Nay, 
nay: for whatsoever is more than 
these cometh of evil.” 

“Swear not at all,” Christian, 
Jesus. said... No .lodge member in 
the world has kept this command. 

2. James 5:12: 

“But above 


all things, 


heaven, neither by 


tion,” 


Notice that the 


sinned in 


An Answer to a Gold- 
Star Mother 


By the Editor 


In the American Magazine was 
recently published the following 
letter from a gold-star mother. 


“Editor, The American Magazine 


“Dear Sir: 

“My father was a minister of 
God who told me of the wonder- 
ful powers of faith. He told me 
that if you prayed for anything 
hard enough it would be so. I 
believed him in this. 


“When my own son—a fine 
twenty-year-old boy—went to war, 
I felt certain he would come back, 
|because I was following him with 
my prayers. I prayed till I was 
numb. Faith, I believed, would pro- 
tect him. He believed that, too. 

“Now I learn that he is dead. 
|\He was killed, just like the boys 
who had no faith: just like the 
boys who were contemptuous of 
religion. 

“What can I believe now? What 
can I hold to? What can I do now 
to carry on for my son when I 
feel I was betrayed in my faith? 
Faith apparently got me nowhere. 
I must know why! 

“IT know the stock answers. Peo- 
ple have already told me. They 
say it was ‘just God’s will.’ Or 
that my faith wasn’t ‘strong 
enough.’ I can’t accept in my heart 
either of those answers. And I 
must have an answer before I can 
face the world again. 

“Nothing has been done to help 


“Swear not” is “above all things, 
‘my brethren.” Notice He com- 
‘mands, “. . . neither by any other 
oath.” Any oath at all is a sin. 
Every lodge member violates this 
iplain command, in every degree 
he takes. 

3. Exodus 20:7: 

“Thou shalt not take the name 
of the Lord thy God in vain; for 
‘the Lord will not hold him guilt- 
less that taketh his name in vain.” 
The name of God is used re- 
|peatedly in lodge ritual and used 
‘in insincere forms, even by un- 
iconverted men. Lodge members 


break this one of the Ten Com-| 


mandments repeatedly. Lodge 
‘members who would keep their 
‘oaths would sometimes be mur- 


\derers, since many oaths involve 


| bloodshed. Christians certainly sin 
when they swear and when they 
take God’s name in vain in lodges. 

4. Leviticus 5:4-6: 

“Or if a soul swear, pro- 
nouncing with his lips to do evil, 
or to do good, whatsoever it be 
that a man shall pronounce with 
an oath, and it be hid from him; 
when he knoweth of it, then he 
Shall be guilty in one of these. 
And it shall be, when he shall be 
guilty in one of these things, that 
ihe shall confess that he hath 
‘sinned in that thing: and he shall 
| bring his trespass-offering unto 
the Lord for his sin which he hath 
sinned, a female from the flock, a 
lamb or a kid of the goats, for a 
| Sin-offering; and the priest shall 
make an atonement for him con- 
cerning his sin.” 

If you took a lodge oath and 
then later found it was a sin, you 
Should confess that you have 
this matter and re- 
nounce it. God does not hold you 
to a wicked oath but counts it a 
Sin which you should confess and 


forsake. Lodge oaths are not 
binding on Christians who see and 
confess the sin and renounce 
them. 


These Scriptures will be dis- 
cussed further in_ succeeding 
chapters. 


(The above article contains two 
chapters from _ the pamphlet, 
Lodges Examined by the Bible, 
‘written by the editor. Seven other 
striking chapters will be published 
in succeeding issues of The Sword 


my | of the Lord. All nine chaplers may 
brethren, swear not, neither by be 
the earth, 
neither by any other oath: but |the Bible, 88 pages, for 25c a copy, 
let your yea be yea; and your nay, 
nay; lest ye fall into condemna- | Sword of the Lord Publishers, 214 


secured wm 
pamphlet, 


an attractive 
Lodges Examined by 


five copies for $1.00 from the 


West Wesley Street, Wheaton, 


command |Itinois.) 


me—and those mothers like me— 
to make the giving of a son easy. 
Nothing to help me in my battle 
with sorrow. I fcel as if I were 
in a blind alley. 

“Do you, sir, know any an- 
swers? I ask you sincerely, and in 
desperation.” 

—(Signed) Mrs. Frank C. 
Douglas 
Blytheville, Arkansas 


My Answer to the Gold-Star 
Mother 
November 21, 1945 

Gold-Star Mother, 
The American Magazine, 
250 Park Avenue, 
New York 17, N, Y. 

Dear Grief-stricken Gold-Star 
Mother: 


| Your letter in the American 
Magazine asked for an answer, 
and I will humbly try to help 
you. You lost your boy, though you 
prayed for him to come back, and 
now you think your faith was be- 
trayed. Your broken heart de- 
serves and has the sympathy of 
all kindly and good people. There 
ought to be help for you. As a 
minister of God I bring you the 
best word I can. 

First, let me say kindly that if 
you are a Christian and your son 
was a Christian, then his death 
in the war is not such a terribly 
bad thing as it would be if he aad 
not been a child of God and if you 
had no hope of meeting him again. 
If the Bible is true, and I would 
stake everything in the world that 
it is, then a Christian ought not 
to be afraid to die. Your son, if he 
was saved, went into the presence 
of God and so he is happier than 
if he had returned to you. Cer- 
tainly if somebody had to die for 
his country, a Christian boy would 
be much better prepared to die 
than an unconverted and non- 
Christian soldier. The Bible clear- 
ly teaches that for the Christian, 
“to die is gain,” and that to de- 
part and be with the Lord is far 
better, for a child of God. Surely 
‘with this in mind, you can see 
that a Christian mother ought not 
to grieve over her Christian son, 
as if she were an unbeliever, a 
woman who never prayed, a wom- 


‘an who did not know God. The 
Scripture says, “But I would not 
‘have you to be ignorant, brethren, 


concerning them which are asleep, 
that ye sorrow not, even as others 
which have no hope” (1 Thess. 
4:13), and that Scripture con- 
tinues telling us we shall see 
our loved ones again, at the re- 
surrection, or when Jesus comes, 
that is, if the loved ones and we 
are God's children. Surely if you 
are a Christian, you ought to know 
that there is comfort for sorrow 
in the Lord and you ought to be 
much better able to bear the loss 
of your son than some woman who 
is not a Christian and who does 
not know that she can ever see 
her loved one again. Complaining 
and bitterness ill beconies a Chris- 
tian in a time of sorrow. 


And second, would you have 
only the non-Christians die for 
their country? Do you believe no 
Christian ought to give up any- 
thing for God or for his country? 
Why should we not be willing to 
pay our part of the heavy price 
that must be paid to maintain 
liberty in America? I was in the 
service during the first world war. 
I felt then, as I do now, that 
Christians ought to be as ready 
to suffer for the right, as willing 
if need be to die for home and 
country, as the unsaved are, to 
say the least. Certainly I do not 
feel that because I am a Chris- 
tian, that entitles me never to 
have a worry, never to have a sor- 
row, never to have a loss. There 
are some things that are worth 
dying for, some things worth the 
last full measure of devotion of a 
soldier. I believe that. the peace 
and security of America was one 
of those things, and that your son 
died in a good cause. You would 
have had him come back, of 
course, as every mother would 
want her son to come back. But 
we must be willing, if need be, to 
give our sons, our property, our 
very lives, for the cause of right- 
eousness and peace in this world. 


And third, let me say that what 
you call your “faith,” was not 
faith in any Bible sense, was cer- 
‘tainly not Christian faith, judging 
iby your own explanation of it. 
You say, “My father was a minis- 
‘ter of God who told me of the 
| wonderful powers of faith. He told 
‘me that if you prayed for any- 
thing hard enough it would be so. 
i] believed him in this.”’ Your faith 
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was evidently placed in your fath- 
er. If anybody failed you it was 
your father, not God. You did not 
take some blessed promise in God’s 
Word as a basis for your faith. 
You were not trusting God to do 
something He had plainly prom- 
ised you He would do. Rather, you 
were simply risking a statement 
of your father that “if you prayed 
for anything hard enough it would 
be so.’’ And no such statement is 
found in the Bible. The Bible 
never promises that if you pray 
for anything hard enough it will 
be so. There are many promises 
that if you ask anything honestly 
in Jesus’ name, you may have it. 
There are promises that if you 
pray hard enough for any matter 
you can have it whether it is right 


ais Wealth in 


the Triune God 


(Continued from page four) 
and on. The place seemed blocks 
long. 

Towards the end of that hot 
house, there was a great big space 
occupied by grapes, a grape arbor, 
a great big grape arbor. Those 
boys watched those grapes grow- 
ing there in the dead cold of win- 
ter. They just couldn’t under- 
stand. The teacher tried to 
explain to them how the place 
was kept warm, but it was hard 
to understand. After a bit, they 
walked out. 


They went inside, walked to the 
back. The man reached up, pulled 
a cluster of grapes off, big, heavy, 
luscious. _ “Son, what are you 
going to carry them in?” 

The boy felt in his little pocket. 
He took off his cap. “Put them 
in here.” 


The man piled in one bunch, a 
second one, a third one. By that 
time the cap overflowed. The man 
said, “That’s enough. If you want 
some more, you come back and 
get some more.” 

“Thank you.” 

With his cap pressed to his 
body, the lad started to leave. 
Then he thought of something. He 
came right back to the table, put 
his cap down on it. The man 


down into his little pocket, pulled 
out his hand, opened it. There, 
in thé palm of his hand were two 
English pennies. 

He said, “Mister, I know these 
won't pay for the grapes, but 
that’s all I’ve got. Please take 
them.” 


The man bent down, closed the 
boy’s hand on those two pennies. 
“Son,” he said, “the King’s grapes 
are not for sale.” The hothouse 
was in Buckingham Palace. The 
gentleman was the King of Eng- 
land. 

Thank, Cod: the King’s grapes 
are not for sale! They grew on 
Calvary. They cost Him an’ awful 
lot. You can have them if you 


= 


through eating those, come right 
back. God will give you more 


than you can possibly need. When 
you get through with those, just 
keep on coming. The only time 
God is angry with you is when 
you don’t come. He just wants 
you to come. 


Come tonight. Start taking 
those grapes. If you have drifted 
away, come back to the banquet- 
ling table of the Lord. It is wait- 
ing for you. Why should you be 
satisfied with the husks of swine, 
when the grapes of Eschol, when 
the wine, the nectra, the ambrosia 
of God are right here, when the 
‘bread of life, the water of life are 
yours for the taking. God give 


will just come and take them; all you the grace to come and take it 
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watched him. The boy reached|you can hold. When you get 'all tonight. 


or wrong, whether it will honor 
God or dishonor God. Prayer is 
not telling God, but asking God. 
In the very nature of the case, any 
honest prayer according to the 
Scriptures must try to ask in the 
will of God for that which will 
be right and proper for Him to 
give. If God promises a thing, He 
will give it. If God puts faith in 
. your heart, that is, an abiding con- 
fidence in some promise He has 
made, then God will fullfill His 
promise and reward that faith. 
But trusting what your father said 
is not the same as trusting what 
God has said. 

Coue, the French teacher, came 
to America and taught people to 
say, “Every day in every way I 
am petting better and better.’ But 
that is not prayer, that is mental 
attitude. If a changed mental at- 
titude can help a man, then to 
say over and over, “Every day in 
every way I am getting better and 
better” might help him to get well. 
But that is not faith in God. A 
mental attitude of confidence, self- 


induced, without any reference to) 


promises of God or without any 
reference to the right or the 
wrong of the case, is certainly 
not Christian faith. 

I say certainly that you had a 
right to pray for your boy to re- 
turn. But you should have prayed 
with a humble, surrendered heart 
that would say, “My Father, I 
want my boy back. But if it is 
right for him to die for his coun- 
try, make me willing to give him, 
and make him ready to die and fit 
to die. I want my boy back, but 
most of all I want Thy sweet will. 
Help me to know what to pray 
for. Help me to trust you to do 
what is right. Help me to be the 
kind of Christian that can be com- 
forted and strong even if I must 
lose my boy as many other moth- 
ers must lose their boys.” Prayer 
should seek to find the good will 
of God and seek to pray according 
to God’s will. Certainly the Bible 
never teaches that if anyone prays 
long enough and loud enough, and 
convinces himself, that therefore 
he has faith that guarantees he 
can have anything he wants. 

I trust that God will help you 
to have a surrendered will. Lay 
aside the rebellion. Weep, of 
course, as a mother must and as, 
perhaps, a mother ought, but let 
your tears be the tears of resig- 
nation as well as grief. Learn to 
say, “Thy will be done.” Learn 
to | forward to meeting your 
boy in & better world where there 
are no wars and no dying and no 
disappointments. Learn to be the 
kind of a Christian who is not 
ohly a fair-weather Christian when 
she has everything her own way, 
but is a happy Christian with a 
deep inner well of comfort and 
strength, the conscious presence of 
the Saviour Himself, who is suffi- 
cient for times of sorrow and 
times of heartbreak as well as 
times of carefree gladness, with 
every desire. fulfilled. 

In the Saviour’s name, yours, 

John R. Rice. 
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One of those boys belonged to 
a widowed mother. She was a 
‘French girl who had married a 
British soldier in the last war. 
He had brought her to London. 


mother was, most of the time in 
bed, the district doctor and nurse 
taking care of her. The govern- 
ment was paying for her medi- 
cine. A few days after that visit, 
the boy coming home from school 
noticed that his mother was either 
asleep or unconscious. She was 


flushed, swollen, her eye-lids blue 
veined. She was pulling and 
pushing at the covers. He stood 
there watching her, not knowing 
what to do. 
‘to speak partly in French, partly 
‘in English. In her delerium, she 
had gone back to her childhood 
days. She talked about her daddy, 
her mamma, her brothers, her sis- 
ters. Still in her delerium, she 
began to cry softly, “If I could 
‘only have a grape. If I could 
only have a grape. 
only have the taste of a grape on 
‘my lips. If I could only have a 
lgrape.” 


| The boy stood it as long as he | 


He had died in an accident. She 
contracted consumption. They 
were living on charity. The | 


tossing about in her bed, her face | 


} 


| 
; 


} 
| 


He heard her begin | 


| 


| 


} 
| 


If I could’ 


‘could. He put on his little jacket, | 
got his hat, raced down the street, | 


‘came out to the park, walked in 
i'there. The guards let him in. He 
‘Reced down the alley ways until 
he came to the glass house, put 
his hand on the door and started 
to open it when a man touched 
him on the shoulder. The boy 
turned around, his hand still on 
the door, the door partly open. 


you going? What do you want?” 

“Mister, my mother is sick. She 
wants some grapes, and right 
there I saw so many of them. You 
won't miss a few. Please give me 
some.” 

The man threw back his head 
and laughingly said, “Son, I am 
sorry but those grapes belong to 
the—.” Before he had a chance 
to finish, another man’s voice 
spoke up. 

“Wait a minute, 
the lad want?” 

The first man turned around 
stiffening to salute. The boy 
looked up. There stood a bearded, 
tall stately, well dressed, expen- 
sively dressed, gentleman. 

“What does the boy want?” 

The first man answered, “He 
wants grapes. He said his mother 
is sick and he wants some of those 
grapes in there.” 

The second man motioned for 
the first man to leave. The beard- 
ed gentleman looked down into 
the boy’s face and said. 

“Son, what about those grapes? 
Why do you want them? Were 
you going to take them without 
asking permission ?” 

The boy looked up, his eyes 
heavy with unshed tears. “Mis- 
ter, my mother is real sick. I— 
I can’t make her hear me. I 
called her, ‘Mamma, mamma,’ and 
she wouldn’t answer me. And 
she is crying, and she wants 
grapes. She comes from France, 
you know, and we don’t have 
Jmoney for grapes. But there are 
so many of them in there, Mister, 
you won’t mind a few of them— 
please give me some.” 
| The man smiled and said, “All 
right, son. I will give you all 
lyou want.” 


What does 


The man said, “Son, where are | 


| 
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Petting. 


of a Successful 
and Happy Marriage. 


That Should 
Delay Marriage. 
of the Home. 


Husbands. 


Children. 
Mother.” 


Home. 


Teaching Children the Bible. 


in the 


Home. 

with Church, 
School, and Community. 
riage and Morals. 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, January 4, 1946 


With the 


Evangelists 


(Continued from page one) 


do was to trust Him in order to; 


receive it. I said: “The decision | 
is yours; take it or leave it.” 


After a moment's hesitation she) 


said: “I'll leave it.” With this she 
turned and walked out of the 
building. I left the service that 


prayed that God would bring 
woman tooblimself. On the fol- 
lowing evening. she was the very 
first one to. come down the aisle. 


campaign conducted 


excellent 
night with a burdened heart, and | 16 


this | 


ing for fair-dealing evangelists.” 
(Signed) George D. Brown, 
Pastor Holiness Methodist 
Church, Sidney, Montana, 


“The love of Jesus Christ for 


man was made known in a clear 
and decisive way during the union 
by Evange- 
list R. J. Wells in Sidney, Mon- 
tana, which was sponsored by the 


‘Youth For Christ’ from Decem- | 
ber 2nd through 16th. 


“His dynamic messages and the 
leadership in song 
nry Holmbu drew: great crowds, 
in spite of the cold weather that 
had set in. Many people came 


great distances to enjoy this fine 


|tion campaign which came 


by | 
sent 
._God has answered our prayers and 


20,000 


Subseribers 


(Continued from page one) 
Dr. Wells and other helpers in 
the Sword of the Lord office who 
recently carried on the subscrip- 
to 
a triumphant close. With all my 
heart I thank the 
in subscriptions 


for others. 


rewarded our efiorts 


On the evening of December 20 | 


readers who! 


“PRESENTATION. 
December 11, 1945 


We, the employees of the Sword 
of the Lora Publishers, on behalf 
of the many intimate friends, sub- 
scribers and supporters who have 
made this event possible, wish to 
present to you, Dr. John R. Rice, 


on this your fiftieth birthday, 
50,000 Sword of the Lord Sub- 
scriptions. 


After years of earnest labor, in 


answer to your own prayers, and} 
the prayers of others during the, 


recent subscription campaign, the 
Lord has seen fit to grant this 
petition, giving complete victory. 


I Corinthians 15:58.” 


body, from everybody, and with 
another prayer the happy occasion 
came to a close. 

The birthday party was planned 
originally for me, but I was kept 
on coast by the traffic 
jam until Wednesday morning, 
December 18, and arrived home in 
the wee hours of the 19th. So the 
birthday party was on the 20th, 
really Mrs. Rice’s birthday, and 
she was presented with beautiful 
flowers by the office staff, and the 
party honored her also. 

Now, by God’s Grace, we will 
set out to double subscription list 
of The Sword of the Lord once 


the west 


tse 


This tite. not only greatly con-| were ee 3 ee aad the Sword of the Lord workers iiss sh denial aiakieih oles more in two years. To increase 
victed of sin. but also ready to leon age aggre: gn exhibitec gave a combined birthday ane tgp or at ange | the circulation to 100,000 paid 
place faith in Christ for salvation fc oe we ci Kiger ge en wrepiak Christmas agrvds gta age gone 4 poe ln : oe if The Sei + + subscribers in two years time is 
She was gloriously saved. | ry bi 1 ag etc Aa <m) Senor floor of the Sword of the Lord of : :. = > Dy ; pee Rp tse Fig! a great task. But the paper is 
One evening an elderly woman |. nents <9 c agp legge, get a building in W heaton, Illinois. Phe | ar aie Oo! " sek R- pov Bk: rP at | such a blessing in the : homes 
came toaecept Christ and request- | a : ae et es w ons S ete | $OO,000 or $60,000 stock of books | “a 2 hn lop penny vache a where it goes that surely God will 
ed prayer fer her husband who was | oe ans “ } chap he “$ vk ts Sates do moved back to one side, | 6 oo th: _ , ‘age d 44 , “y “aaatl| help us to double ‘the number of 
ny - Si services and..emved. “9 bomitude scheae be “ss bar rte | Christmas decorations were used, | ney? ar . bgp ys 3 rere homes blessed by it in two more 
was a very heavVpedrinker. One| ge ie: : . bed rist sue r rank ‘and a ( hristmas program was| Whic iad cost d29, an was using Lyears. We must not slack from 
: ition. Never before had Sidney €X- | given. A few simple games, then | in my office in Wheaton an old/the rate of growth already estab- 


desk left by a former inhabitant) 


the building before we pur- 


of the pastors dealt With him, and | 
later I ‘talked to him with no -re- | 


Christmas | 
of 


perienced the like. By the grace}, 


lished in the last six years. We 
of God, and through the teaching 


confidently look to God for bless- 


buffet meal, then 
carols and other sacred songs, and 


a But he we the iol and preaching of this man of God,| 4, good sermon. by my brother, chased it. Any big business execu- ing, we devotedly lay ourselves 
tage . ae onan = pom Christianity was brought to a new| Byangelist William H. Rice, fol-| tive or governor could be proud of| on the altar to do our part, and 
y we ee “ gee tok od ‘| high level. We thank God for the|jowed. I was presented with a|the beautiful desk they gave me,| with earnest love and faith we 
” t pi xgensrs "oridiilie to’ speak blessings of this campaign.” big birthday cake with fifty}and how it does dress up my| ask our friends to help us spread 
: ‘ ig ; : as xq | office! 
twice daily over the local radio (Signed) Otto Fiesel, Pastor) lighted candles, and _ presented 


and thoughtfulness. Lord to many thousands more of 
Then followed gifts tor every-| homes this year. 


First Baptist Church 
Sidney, Montana. 


with the following, beautifully let- 


station, | 
| tered and framed. 


Rev: Henry Holmbo was in 


Thank God for their =" revival fires in The Sword of the 


charge of the music for the cam- 
paign. . His ministry 


attract large crowds. 
The pastors were so enthusias- 
tic about the meeting that 


the last 
campaign. 


Sunday morning of 
God gave us a great 


victory at. that service with many | 


young people giving their lives to 


Him for full-time Christian serv- 
ex- | 


ice. Some of the pastors 
pressed themselves as follows: 
Pastors’ Comments 


“I have just passed through a/| 


union ‘Youth For Christ’ cam- 
paign under the preaching of Dr. 
Robert J. Wells. 


- ~ er “Many books | have read recently 
. cinating mystery in a setting of pre- ‘ . ra ws - 
“I have found him to have a war intrigue, Palestinian foment, Ger- a ay ns ba . ip ne My 
: . = ve P che aa: ure aS eat SO ie, 
passion for souls. He is fearless % Chriatian faith nenenane. Saeees Se ‘Miracles of Science’ by “Dr. Arthur 
. . . ra Sti < ATIC S “On ; < ‘ : iH r 
in denouncing sin, a good speaker, |} _ : espionage. There is a thrill in each 3 - oe be on ge Fall ly howe 
; os thapter. An / ric: $s i , os eres ‘ , 
ay exalting Christ. 7 % pons a gy gap tivities be genitye a profitable books I have ever read. It 
In union meetings he is agree- : tators. The characters are well defined. * maga g reac 9-3 memo —S roe ge x8 
a) ‘tf ~— ba Th “oO rho t h 5 I ok I Te iS < is OOK S. - v4 v cs é : 
able and fair to all. ‘: slactively Chtistian Be pA 4 upon the truths of this book without 
(Signed) Clenard R. Price, Pastor & to the Anmrerican becomme a believer oad ot ee cme B sey ©: 
r. ; 3 ; + r " a . a a yf . arm . no 1. i — Pp 0 ; 
Church of the Nazarene ; Lord is fienied os & Sed Nico- convince all who read with the in- 
Sidney, Montana. : demus,’ which turns out to be a disputable fact of a personal, omnip- 
F j forgery, but only after the supposedly otent Creator-God and to exalt the 
“Wher the ‘Youth For Christ’ : authenticated explanation of the res- Sak pr oe ete .e = pe — 
; ' ectio oO ac ee eleases rt iris 1as een achieve _ to ! 
committee.came to me some weeks | urrection story had been released, with | Fite, fegree in this wonderful book. 
ago asking for my co-operation world. Interwoven in the story is a i I only a few dollars in = 
‘ ~ a ; delightful romance.’’—John W. Brad- world, I would be ‘willing to spen 
and that of my ehurch in a union bury, D.D. all for this book. Had I time to read 
revival Campaign, it was with | only a few more books in my life- 
; ; , » I have never read one that time, this would be one I would read 
. cr : ; ~ . ‘ ma 
mixed feelings that I gave my con held my. interest more keenly. And again and again. This is a ‘number 
sent. the wonderful spiritual atmosphere one’ book in every way. ’—Robert G. 
“My church is Weslev: : maintained in the midst of a detective Lee, D.D., LL.D. 
4 S esleyan in doc- . . Dp 
. , . tory 1 almost unbelievable tob- 
trine, and over a score of years ert G. Lee, D.D., Can You Afford Not to ts 


ago Il vowed before God and the 
ministry ef my church to défend 
and preach the doctrines of my 
church. That vow was and is seri- 


ous to me. owever. wi . 

i ms a = e ar with, “Prayer: Ask- “‘What’s the “‘The Theory of 
mixed hopes and fears Ltold the ing and A add Evolution and 
young people that IL would. go? Receiving’”’ en the Facts of 
along.’ “, fe ; By John R Rice, By H. A. Ironside, Saiemee’*. 

“I am_ pleased to..say for Dr. crea’ Glas cates eebtiasae By H Ri 

9 Ray a : : . - a > 
Wells that, to the best of my on eye : pone! wep 2 %2 Bible questions y 7 tig a ety 
knowledge, he played ‘absolutely leh " eoame om : nswe re Jes: Bie vi — 

; a sf c Americé > 
fair. He stuck to the essentials: unanimous in praise Bi hie Fi «seme ys iremendens 

; . and commendation. ‘ok every Christian chapters fhiled with 
Sin, judgme nt, Hell on thé one: Thousands of  read- aeeaté’ have at hand brilliant arguments to 
hand, and salvation through the}, oe eee Asi or ready reference. jae Aharon he 7 

. ps »ylessinegs..gaine het , ti ue Science are © 
blood of Christ on the other. Sauls from reading this ex- I By oe ae Bible’s side of the 
were reached and brought to SéeK haustive, practical practical. There _ is oe See 
God through thes : ; and instructive work hardly a_ perplexing rolusely illustrated. 
£ ese union meetings on prayer. Here is a problem that is not It shoud be in every 
who perhaps would not have at- book that will help satisfactorily an- ogg: Saale 5c hag 
you solve your prayer swered in Dr. Iron- made available to 
tended the revival meetings of any problems and lead side’s inimitable way. tow A s ay ent in 
you out into a won- merica, t is con- 
one of our churches. derfully blessed and clusive and irrefutable. 


“IT am glad to recOmmend Broth- 
er Wells and Brother Holmbo to 
any Christian group who are look- 


was richly | 
blessed and used of Gou to help 


they | 
decided among themselves to dis- | 
miss their morning church serv- | 
ices and.have a union service for | 
the | 


in tract form 


We will send 1200 of our as- 
sorted gosp@l tracts, which are 
printed on colo paper for 
your gift of $1.00, 


GLAD TIDINGS BEARERS 


5642 N. Maplewood Avenue 
Dept. L Chicago 45, Ill. 


Begin the New Year Right! 


JOIN THE SWORD BOOK CLUB 


AND READ THE BEST BOOKS SELECTED FOR YOU EACH MONTH BY AMERICA’S MOST DISTINGUISHED 
CHRISTIAN LEADERS. NO OTHER BOOK CLUB HAS SUCH A REPRESENTATIVE AND QUALIFIED BOARD 
OF JUDGES TO CHOOSE THEIR MONTHLY SELECTIONS. 


happy prayer life. 


MAIL THIS FREE OFFER COUPON TODAY! 


THE MYSTERY OF MAR 
SABA, By J. H. Hunter 


“Mr. Hunter has given us a fas- 


$2.00 —_ 
GET ONE OF THE FOLLOWING BOOKS FREE 


PURCHASE EITHER OF THESE GREAT BOOKS 


MIRACLES OF SCIENCE) 


By Arthur |. Brown, M.D., 
F.R.C.S., ED. 


Have This Book? 


TO NEW MEMBERS ONLY 


SWORD BOOK CLUB, 214 W. WESLEY ST., WHEATON, ILL. 


So that you may: 
1. Get 


begin: 
{] Miracles of Science. 


{[] Prayer: Asking and Receiving 
[] What’s the Answer? 


Indicate Monthly Selection with which 


[) Mystery of Mar Saba 


Indicate Premium to be mailed with Monthly Selection: 


[} The Theory of Evolution 
of Science. 


Each full year I am a member I agree to purchase at least four monthly book selections and 
am to receive FREE the current book dividend for every four such monthly purchases. My 
membership and subscription may be cancelled any time alter four such selections. (Note: This 
insures each mew member at least six books for the cost of four.) 


you desire subscription to 


and the 


Enclosed please find $................... ; S.W. 1-4 
us each month, selected by the -most capable 
| START THE - Name ~S Christian leaders in America, 
NEW YEAR RIGHT Address eee’ 2. Take advantage of money saving bargains in 
Give out the Word of God City Lome oe free premium when you join, free dividend book 


Facts 


WHY YOU SHOULD JOIN: 


the very best in sound, Christian books 


with every four books purchased and special 
discounts on double and triple selections, 

3. Keep abreast of the best in Christian books 
through the Sword Book Club News which is 
sent monthly free to every member. 

4. Get in on the many special plans that we will 
be announcing soon, 

MEMBERSHIP IS FREE, THERE ARE NO EXTRA DUES 

AN AND 


D WE PAY ALL POSTAGE 
WRAPPING CHARGES, 


a ea 


- ~ 


